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other Earth has been evolving for 4,500,000,000 years,  
beginning with abiotic elements, then incorporating within her 
dynamic biotic elements, and at the present time we are 

interrelated with them, bringing about great transformations that have 
modified many natural processes.  This is now turning against us, giving 
rise to the possibility that the human species could disappear.  So the 
Earth will continue evolving with or without us, based on whether we 
continue to disturb the balance of the ecosphere.  For this reason, social  
movements and organizations organized a national summit on climate 
change and the rights of mother earth in Mérida, Venezuela on March 
20th, 2010, to develop a declaration to be presented at the People’s  
World Conference on Climate Change and the Rights of Mother Earth in  
Cochabamba, Bolivia, April 19-22, 2010.  Proposed in this declaration 
are the rights of Mother Earth and the duties or obligations of the human 
species towards those rights that guarantee the continuity of humanity in  
her evolutionary process.

M

IN THE AREA OF THE EMERGENT RIGHTS OF MOTHER 
EARTH (PACHAMAMA):
We recognize:
1.The need to understand that climate change is an opportunity to deepen 
the catalogue of human rights, until now recognized as first, second, and 
third generation rights.  By virtue of the above, the human species must 
now have more obligations than rights towards Mother Earth.
2.The condition of the rights of Mother Earth conclusively recognizes the 
emergent rights of future generations, today converted mainly into the 
obligations of present generations. 
3.The notion of emergent collective rights encompasses the rights of 
Mother Earth, as subject to the same rights guaranteed to future 
generations.
4.An International Court of Ecological Justice should have the duty to 
establish strategies and implement actions in which there is a shifting of 
the burden of proof related to the impact that certain human activities 
have on Planet Earth.  In this sense, the tribunal would have the ability, 
even ex oficio and without trial, to apply sanctions to companies, states, 
corporations, and individuals, based on the real and effective application 
of the precautionary principle in dubio pro natura  (when in doubt, in 
favor of nature) recognized in the Declaration of Principles of the Earth 
Summit of 1992 (the Rio Summit).  This is to say that the tribunal could 
sanction-and when necessary, suspend-the participation and expansion of 
large multinational and transnational corporations in current agricultural 
policies, plans, and programs, both public and private, due to their 
primary responsibility for the impacts of climate change.
Premises for a catalogue of the Rights of Mother Earth:
The recognition of Mother Earth as a holder of rights that have existed 
since before the beginning of humanity necessitates the transformation of 
the traditional concept of rights from an anthropocentric vision of 
intervention with nature. 
1.The rights of Mother Earth include the totality of established human 
rights and even those that do not appear specifically.  
2.In this sense, the emergent rights of Mother Earth will therefore be the 
result of the combination of a new set of rights of future generations that 
are formed in the obligations of present generations.
3.The new subject of rights is Mother Earth, but for the general interest 
of the exercise of these rights, nothing prevents them from having more 
specific recipients, which would be men and women acting on her behalf.
4.These subjects of rights who act in the name of Mother Earth do so 
with a very concrete purpose: to prevent any activity that endangers the 
right to live well, first of the Planet and then of the human species.
5.The most important premise of the rights of Mother Earth is their 
territorial nature, i.e. all space rich in biological and cultural diversity 
(tangible and intangible) gives content to the rights of Mother Earth. 
This would be the territorial nature of the emerging rights.
6.Pursuant to the above, territorial rights are those that are recognized by 
indigenous communities and peoples, rural peasant communities, and any 

others who act on behalf of Mother Earth to promote acts of justice for 
her care and wellbeing.  
7.The rights of Mother Earth are developed and configured through 
territorial rights, which complement indigenous rights, farmers’ rights, 
and the rights of other social collectives that depend upon the territory, 
the land, and its resources to ensure their own survival.
8.The rights of Mother Earth would enter the category of rights that we 
have named emergent collective rights.  These are intended to ensure the 
(public) common property of humanity, to preserve life in and of Planet 
Earth and the continuity of the human species.
9.The notion of the emergence of collective rights is based on the 
appearance of new social actors who are also subjects of new emergent 
rights.  But this notion also manifests itself in the idea of joint 
establishment of rights, obligations to future generations, and above all, 
commitment to Mother Earth.  The exercise of a right is indissoluble to 
the materialization of an obligation.
10.One of the central aspects of these rights is that both their exercise and 
their realization occurs “from the bottom up,” i.e. from the subjects of the 
rights themselves.  A subject of rights is one to whom standards are 
directed which establish rights and obligations.  As a result, a subject of 
rights is also the recipient of a standard.
11.The exercise of these emergent collective rights can also occur 
through the definition and implementation of public policies “from 
below,” which could become an instrument and a mechanism for the 
exercise of rights at the national and international levels. 
DUTIES OR OBLIGATIONS OF HUMANKIND FOR MOTHER 
EARTH:
We recognize:
1.The value of the knowledge of our ancestral indigenous and peasant 
civilizations, useful for knowledge of our agrobiodiversity threatened by 
climate change.
2.The fact to support the social forces of change considering broad, 
formative, and effective participation in the implementation of actions to 
mitigate climate change and reduce heightened consequences.
3.The lack of world leadership, of political will, and of adequate 
strategies to tackle the causes and confront the consequences of climate 
change.
4.The defense of the intergenerational transfer of traditional knowledge 
to future generations and of our tropical multiculturalism, the basis of 
culture for life, which is threatened by irreversible changes in climate that 
are here to stay. 
5.Financial speculation arising in the marketing of carbon sinks.
6.The loss of our biological resources and the loss of agrobiodiversity, 
which could potentially lead to the weakened ability of governments to 
manage public policies.
7.The presence of public policies for agroecology, with the objective of 
preventing, correcting, and mitigating the impacts of energy and 
pollutants on soil degradation.
8.That climate change impacts our territories unequally, breaking the 
ecological, social, economic, and spiritual balances.
9.Continued suffering from hunger, especially that associated with 
climate change, drought, floods, and other natural phenomena, which 
causes further insecurity, poverty, and exclusion.
10.The waste of energy and exploitation of natural resources imposed by 
industrial agriculture, producing 34% of the world’s greenhouse gases, 
which shows the trap posed by the dominant scientific and technological 
models of agricultural production.
11.Changes in the processes of flowering and maturation of different 
species of plants for food and medicine, which are impacting production 
in different areas of the agricultural economy, and as a result, impacting 
food security and food sovereignty.
12.That human society should take a preventative approach and respond 
to the socio-environmental attacks that generate migration cased by 
environmental problems.  
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13.Several principles that we ought to take into account in our actions, 
such as the precautionary principle, zero irreversibility, sustainable 
harvesting, and sustainable clearing where the exploitation of natural 
resources is less than the renewal fee.
Proposed obligations or duties: 
1.Reduce the consumption of goods and services because as long as this 
occurs, there will be greater exploitation and contamination of natural 
resources due to the use of natural resources as sinks of gaseous, liquid, 
and solid waste generated by human activities.  Also, reuse and recycle 
solid waste. 
2.Consume more natural and agroecological products to save energy in 
agricultural and industrial processes.
3.Educate and raise the consciousness of the human being through 
integrating sense, thought, and action in each person, with the goal of 
educating for life to ensure responsibility with the care of Mother Earth.
4.Implement and strengthen the knowledge, laws, technology, social 
organization, policies, plans, programs, and projects for reducing, 
controlling, and adapting to climate change.
5.Place those who have formal responsibilities- moral, legal, and 
political- within the global economic power game.
6.Initiate, starting now, immediate processes for the substitution of fossil 
fuel-based energy.  This means that by 2020 we ought to reach, as the 
world community, a 35-40% reduction of greenhouse gas emission, 
having as a reference the levels of the year 1990.
7.Request recognition and compensation by nations responsible for the 
greatest emission of greenhouse gases – and in general, any project that 
involves the use of natural resources.
8.Recognize refugees and those internally displaced for environmental 
reasons and compensate them for their ecological grievances caused by 
climate change, stopping the degradation of human and environmental 
life in social and agricultural spaces.
9.Prohibit the use of environmentally dangerous technologies that will 
worsen the current consequences of climate change, due to a high level of 
residual contamination and irreversible impacts on the environment and 
human health.  These dangerous technologies include nuclear energy, 
military testing, agrofuels, carbon cap and trade, nanotechnology, and 
genetic engineering, among others.
10.Promote, strengthen, and increase the use of endogenous, 
environmentally sustainable appropriate technologies which serve as 
antidotes for the recovery and preservation of natural resources, 
especially forests and water.  Alternative technologies such as solar, 
wind, water, and biogas, as well as energy conservation in the production 
of biomass, ought to be promoted. 
11.Promote, develop, and tirelessly practice agroecological techniques in 
order to achieve the production of oxygen, water, soil, and food to satisfy 
the vital needs of humans and to definitively establish the basis for food 
security and food sovereignty for the world’s population.
12.Demand and encourage agricultural initiatives and training and 
research in the area of agrobiodiversity, as the basis for agroecological 
science and technology.
13.Introduce measures for the use and distribution of land and other 
natural resources to improve the capacity for the use of agrobiodiversity, 
based on knowledge of and dialogue on traditional, ancestral wisdom.
14.Guarantee gender equality in spaces of political and socio-productive 
participation, promoting relationships in harmony with multiculturalism 
and integration with the ecosystem.
15.Revalue the immense variety of tropical agrobiodiversity as the basis 
for our food security and sovereignty, giving social prestige and 
collective benefits to those who originally preserved it (indigenous and 
peasants), who with their customary work in harmony with nature force 
us to interpret the emerging rights they reflect in this long, historic 
transformation.
16.Draw up strategies for social, environmental, and productive 
adaptation in our social spaces, derived from assessment and ongoing 

debate over the multiple complexities caused by climate change.
17.Shape local, grassroots groups to promote training and mobilization to 
address the current crisis at all levels, from the perspective of children, 
women, men, indigenous peoples, and future generations, among others.
18.Fight for spaces of participation by proposing, developing, and 
exercising social power, at the national, regional, and local levels, for 
public policies to reduce climate change.
19.Bring into practice comprehensive conservation, preservation, and 
sustainable use of agrobiodiversity in all policies, plans, programs and 
public and private projects as a strategy for substantially and effectively 
reducing climate change and reducing hunger and poverty.
20.Declare, on behalf of the Latin American people, the Amazon 
rainforest as a zone of essential importance in the regulation of climate 
change of our countries and the vital organ of the Pachamama.
21.Support the measure to create, in Venezuelan territory, El Caura 
National Park, which would comprise a large watershed and represent the 
world’s largest national park in a tropical forest.
22.Prevent the installation of nuclear plants in Latin America due to the 
risks of radioactive contamination and also due to the fact that there is 
not adequate treatment for radioactive waste, which gets buried in the 
earth or sunk into the bottom of the ocean. 
23.Put into effect comprehensive conservation, preservation, and 
sustainable use of agrobiodiversity.

This declaration was discussed, in various workshops, by 83 
participants in the event organized by IPIAT, CESPAL, and CFI on 

March 20th, 2010 in the city of Mérida, Venezuela, and has since then 
gained the endorsement of numerous national collectives.


